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 Unbubbling  

Before Easter we decided to get rid of the barriers between bubble 1 and 2 and create ‘The 

Rainbow’. We now have three spaces: The Greenhouse, The Rainbow and Buttercups.  

All staff worked hard using assessment and what they know about the children to provide 

areas of learning that help our children with what we want them to know and be able to do 

for the next stage in their education whether back with us next year or for their reception 

year. 

 

 

Visitors 

We welcomed John Coughlan (leading on the SEND Improvement Board) and Sue Harrison 

(Director of Children’s Services for BCC) this half term. I wanted to show John and Sue the 

issues faced by Early Years for children with SEND.  

Sue also wanted some art work for her wall so we presented her with a framed collage of 

some of our children’s amazing work inspired by Spring.  

DLP - Kate to provide update 

Resource Base 

Kate, Helen and I met with the LA to discuss the possibility of creating a resource base at the 

school. They said there would be an application process coming out after Easter and that 

schools who had approached them with an interest would be considered favourably. We 

discussed numbers of children and spaces over and above our mainstream offer. We are 

looking into a mobile building as a part of this. 

Family Hubs 

As part of the government offer to roll out Family Hubs, Castle Vale is going to pilot a model 

 and we will be a part of the planning and implementation. 



      Birmingham Early Years Networks 

We run the Early Years Networks for Erdington and Sutton Coldfield. To help as many  

practitioners attend as possible we run 3 per district one in the morning, afternoon and  

evening.  
 

Attendance is increasing each time as is feedback. We had this feedback from the last work-

shops. 

 

Early Words Together Workshops National Literacy Trust 

This term Christina and Ruby have been running a series of workshops with parents and  

children targeting children who need support with their communication. We have chosen to 

target children working below age expected levels in Welcomm. It’s purpose is to support 

families to help them understand how to support their children’s early language and literacy 

development. 

We are working with 40 children. After 5 sessions they receive a free book provided by the  

Literacy Trust. Attendance has been good so far. We will run more sessions targeting more  

children next half term. 

The first session was about encouraging parents to take time to listen and talk with their child 

and to practice talking about what’s happening and extending their child’s talk. 

 


