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Not a Resource Base 

Castle Vale Nursery School has been chosen to be a pilot for a new way of working with chil-

dren under 5 with SEND. The project is about working with all partners to identify and inter-

vene earlier. Once children have been identified by any partner we will work with them in a 

number of ways: 

 In our extended Buttercups provision 

 In the home (through the Early Support team) 

 In their current setting (outreach support) 

In order to extend Buttercups we need to extend our mainstream provision. The LA are sup-

porting this through building a portacabin on the site of old outbuildings and part of the un-

used driveway.  

The working group would like provision to begin in January. 

Sensory Unit 

Dodd group worked hard throughout the Summer so we could launch new Buttercups room 

in September. It has made a huge difference to both Buttercups and other Greenhouse  

children. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Staff wellbeing 

Kate, Christina and Niki will present about our approach. 

Developing Local Provision 

Kate will give an update about DLP and the Now You’re Talking Birmingham Conference. 

 

 

 



 Reading Curriculum 

Our new, amazing reading curriculum has been launched. A big part of this is encouraging 

parents to read with their children at home. We are using reading workshops to introduce 

parents/carers to the home books, book tags and the massive impact reading at home can 

have to the future achievement of children. The following is taken from the workshop leaflet. 
 

Why is reading important? 

Research shows that children benefit from daily sharing of high-quality stories and 

poems from a young age: they learn language faster, enter school with a larger               

vocabulary and become more successful readers (Mol et al., 2008).  



Census numbers 
Autumn 

2021 

Summer 

2022 

Autumn 

2022 

Total number of children 131 157 150 

Number of Free School Meals 39 57 53 

Pupil Premium 39 57 53 

Children entitled to 3 year old 15 hours universal 

funding 
79 109 73 

Of those, how many entitled to addtitional 15 hours 

(30 hours with code) 
30 39 23 

Children entitled to 15 hours 2 year old funding 47 48 57 

2 year olds paying for hours 1 2 10 

Children Topping up (extra 15 Hours £75per week) 5 6 1 

Looked After Children (LAC) or post LAC - now 

called Children in Care (CIC) 
0 1 1 

Children with English as an additional Language 

(EAL) 
12 12 18 

Number of children who have deferred entry to 

school 
0 0 3 

Children subject to a Child Protection plan or Child 

in Need 
2 2 2 

Children with Early Help Plans 2 5 1 

Children on Special Educational Needs and Disabili-

ties register (SEND) 
45 43 54 

Children with Education, Health and Care Plans 

(EHCPs)  
2 9 

4 complete 

5 in process 

3 to begin 

Number of fixed or permanent exclusions 0 0 0 

DFE COVID Recovery plan 

Christina will feedback on her Expert role. 

Stronger Practice Hub update. 

Garden Club 

Is a work in progress which we will report back on next meeting. 


