Castle Vale Nursery School and Children’s Centre

Head Teacher’s Report Spring 2 2018
Section 175 Safeguarding Audit
Lauren (Safeguarding Governor) and I completed the Section 175 Safeguarding Audit online.
Our action plan is to update the E Safety Policy and to organise some E Safety training. Everything else was good.

The ‘Greenhouse’
The new children have settled well into the big Nursery and the Greenhouse. We are starting
more new children in an afternoon group in the Greenhouse. This will mean we are at capacity
for the floor space for children.

Resource Base
I met with Colin Diamond (Director for Education) about the possibility of Resource Base or Enhanced Nursery provision for children with Special Educational Needs or Disability (SEND), particularly children with Autistic Spectrum Disorder (ASD) or Social, Emotional and Mental Health
difficulties (SEMH). I am also sitting on the SEND steering group, leading on the SEND Strategy.
Colin seemed very interested in our proposal to bring together health, the Child Development
Centre, Children’s Centre, Nursery School, Topcliffe resource base and Greenwood resource
base to ensure children with ASD and SEMH receive the best provision and smoothest transition
possible. There is also a lack of provision for ASD and SEMH in the North of the city. There is a
new interim Assistant Director for SEND, Austin McNamara. We sent him a business proposal and
he has expressed a keen interest and is meeting with me after Easter to discuss.

School Energy Efficiency Programme
We have received another High Level Appraisal for the work that could be carried out. It
includes a boiler replacement, new lighting and possible solar panels. As the work necessary would not be covered by the loan within the 8 year window there will need to be additional funding sourced. Someone from the local authority will be contacting me during
April to discuss.

Awards for All bid
I have out in for a lottery bid for £10,000 to improve the outdoor space by the Greenhouse.
I should hear if we have been successful week commencing 16th April.

Birmingham Association of Maintained Nursery Schools
BAMNS is moving to the contract phase of the Contractual Collaboration. We will work together as 15 Nursery Schools with a solicitor to form the contract.
BAMNS will also be presenting, alongside the Nursery School Federation, at a pre-meeting of
the All Party Parliamentary Group on 24th April.

Events
29th Jan to 2nd Feb - Forest School goes out. The children
enjoyed travelling by minibus to Pype Hayes Park.
We spent a week observing each other teach, looking specifically
at interactions to move children’s learning forward.
We enjoyed celebrating Chinese New Year. The children like learning about and valuing other cultures and
beliefs.
9th March - We were thrilled to be visited by Lucy Powell MP who is
also the chair of the All Party Parliamentary Group for
Nursery School and Nursery and Reception Classes in
Schools. She was accompanied by Jack Dromey MP and
Cllr Lynda Clinton. Lucy was very impressed by the school
and offered support around SEND and sustainability.
19th to 23rd March - we supported Sports Relief by getting the children and families
involved. At the start of each session we did ‘wake up, shake up’ activities to make
children aware of healthy activity and the effects it has on the body. We enjoyed it so much
that we will continue to do ’wake up, shake up’ on a regular basis.
Great British Spring Clean - We supported the Great British Spring Clean
by picking up litter around our school. We invited families to join us. The
children learned about taking care of our environment and our responsibility to look after our surroundings. We have now set a challenge for
our children and families to create posters to discourage littering
around our school.
We welcomed the Living Egg experience again by
hatching 9 egg into chicks. This helps the children learn
about life processes and caring for others. The children
also get to learn how the chicks grow to be hens like our hens in Forest School.
The Great Number Hunt - We set a challenge to our
families to find as many numbers as they can in their environment. Some of our families really took the challenge on, producing some amazing pictures and inspiring an interest in numbers around
them. The winning contribution had 110 number photos!
Bark and trees - We had to have a tree taken
down and then had a delivery of bark. The children took great responsibility and help transport
the bark around the school to improve our outdoor space. The children always take responsibility for the care of our outdoor spaces.
We were also lucky enough to be invited to see
birds being ringed at the Castle Vale
Conservation Area. It was a lovely activity.

